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The ways people around the world communicate and connect is being
radically redefined by digitalisation. Therefore, investigating and
speculating on the future of social and cultural spaces requires
considering physical spaces in combination with digital media
networks, emphasising the hybrid qualities of spaces in the inter-
play of the digital and the physical. With the COVID-19 pandemic, the
use of digital instruments and hybrid (combined physicaol-digital)
forms of socialising and working witnessed an unprecedented rise,
pushing us further towards hybrid living. Today, hybrid space is
becoming the predominant space for social interaction.

After the initiol lifting of pandemic-induced physical distancing,
the hybrid nature of everyday life was even more undeniable as these
hewly acquired habits — backed by economic interests — remained
and became the new normal, while digital and hybrid formats contin-
ued to quickly evolve.

With the strong, partly unguestioned and unreflective acceleration
of these technological developments, it’s urgent to take a moment to
pause and critically reflect. As we witness the seemingly unstoppa-
ble proliferation of hybrid formats, it's necessary to investigate
what it means to co-create and experience meaningful social inter-
actions in the time of hybrid space, as well as envision socially
inclusive and engaging hybrid spaces. As our habitat is becoming
hybrid, it's crucial to influence developments by “inhabiting tech-
nology" approaching technological developments from the perspec-
tive of the urbanist-architect-designer and transforming them to
meet the way we want to live.

Art and culture provide the most malleable sources, pulsating with
the potential for transformation in multiple dimensions. Tapping
into the creative potential in the fields of cultural production,
artistic speculation and vision allows us to address these chal-
lenges and think again about social interactions through the lens
of hybrid space.

Hybrid space has been the focus of Hybrid Space Lab's long-term
commitment and experience in researching and developing space.
Starting with the fusion of physical places and digital networks
into hybrid spaces, the Lab’s concept of hybridity evolved to
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Skaitmenizacija radikalioi keidia badus, kuriais viso pasaulio
zmonés bendrauja ir palaiko rysius. Dél to norint tirti ir progno-
zuoti socicliniy bei kultGriniy erdviy ateiti, fizines erdves
reikia vertinti kartu su skaitmeniniy medijy tinklais, pobreéziant
misSrias erdviy, atsirandanciy is$ skaitmeninés ir fizinés plotmiy
sqveikos, savybes. Dél COVID-19 pandemijos stipriai iSauges skaoit-
meniniy priemoniy ir misriy (turinliy ir fiziniy, ir skaitmeniniy
savybiy) socializacijos bei darbo formy populiarumas mus dar labiou
pastiméjo link miSraus gyvenimo. Siondien mi$ri erdve tampa vyrau-
jancia socialinio bendravimo vieta.

Net ir susvelninus pirmgsias dél pandemijos jvestas socialinio
atsiribojimo priemones, miSrus kasdienio gyvenimo pobadis jau
buvo tapes kaip niekad sunkioi paneigiomu, nes naujai susiformave
iprodiai, paremti, be kita ko, ir ekonominiais interesois, isliko
bei tapo nauja norma, o skaitmeniniai ir misras formatoi toliai
spardiai vystesi.

Kadangi spartus $iy technologiniy pokyciy greitéjimas is dolies
net néra kvestionuojomas ar apmgstomas, svarbu akimirkai stabte-
1éti ir ji kritiskai jvertinti, Stebint, rodos, nesustabdomg misriy
formaty plitimg, svarbu istirti, kq reiskia kolegiolioi kurti ir
patirti prasmingus socialinius rysius misriy erdviy laoikais,
bei jsivaizduoti socialioi integralias, jtraukioncios misrig-
sias erdves. Kadangi masy gyvenamoji vieta tampa misri, svarbu
pakreipti pokycius palankia linkme susigyvenant su technologijo-
mis, t. yv. vertinant technologinius pokycius i$ urbanisto, archi-
tekto, projektuotojo perspektyvos ir transformuojont juos taip,
kad atitikty norimg gyvenimo badg,

Menas ir kultdra yra plac¢iousiai pritaikomi iSteklioi, kupini
potencialo transformuoti ivairics plotmes. Panaudojus kultdros
produkcijos, meniniy prognoziy ir vizijy potencialg galima jveikti
kylancius sunkumus ir dar karteli apmgstyti socialinius rysius per
miSrios erdvés prizme.

Kaupdama daugiomete erdvés tyrimo ir formavimo patirti, ~Hybrid
Space Lab* visuomet daugiousia démesio teiké miSrioms erdvems.
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address the hybrid, intertwined realities of nature and technol-
ogy, along with the fusion of the biological and technological,

The hybridisation between the digital and the analogue demands a
transdisciplinary approach. We experienced that digitalisation
causes similar transformations to very different fields: for exam-
ple, supporting decentralised systems for co-creative processes.
This led to the development of a crossover method, a hybrid strat-
egy of mixing fields to investigate, explore and apprehend the
multiple networked dimensions of space. Aiming towards an enhanced
sophistication of methods to capture this expanding field, ‘hybrid®
developed into a versatile strategy of cross-innovation that
allows us to address the urban, the natural and the digital inan
integrated way.

By endorsing such a hybrid approach, it's possible to appreciate
the interconnected and blurring realities of the city, nature and
technology. In fact, it's increasingly apparent that such a hybrid
strategy is appropriate to engage with the complexity of today’s
globalised world. By enabling mutual contamination and enrich-
ment across fields of knowledge and practices, such an approach
of taking ideas from one field and applying them in another
(thus reframing challenges to approach them from a new perspec-
tive) allows for previously unthought-of solutions to rethink
paradigms aneuw.

Communicational Approach

With its mission to “inform on the changes in society and governance
due to the digital revolution’, the Dutch government’s interdisci-
plinary think tank, Infodrome, invited us in 1999 to investigate
‘The Use of Space in the Information Age’ By adding the subtitle
‘Processing the Unplannable’ to our survey, we programmatically
expanded our research from Infodrome's sole focus on “informa-
tional’, data-related aspects of the Information Age to “The Use of
Space in the Information-Communication Age’
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Prasidejusi nuo fiziniy erdviy ir skaitmeniniy tinkly susilie-
jimo i miSrias erdves, misy vystoma miSrumo koncepcija iSaugo ir
émé apimti miSrias, persipynusias gamtos ir technologijy tikroves,
bei biologiniy ir technologiniy dariniy sinteze.

Maisantis skaitmeniniams ir analoginioms poreikiaoms prireikia
tarpdisciplininio pozitrio. Patyréme, kad skaitmenizacija nule-
mia panasias transformacijas net ir itin skirtinguose laukuose,
pavyzdziui, skatina decentralizuotas kolegialios karybos siste-
mas. Sis atradimas paskatino vystyti pereinamgji metodg - misSriq
sriciy jungimo strategijq, skirtq tyrinéti ir suprasti jvoirias
itinklintos erdvés dimensijas. Siekiant patobulinti Sio besiple-
¢iandio lauko aprasymo metodus, misrumas iSsivysté i universaliq
kryzminiy inovacijy strategijg, leidZziandiq integruotai dirbti su
miestiskais, gamtiskais ir skaitmeniniais dariniais,

Priéme toki miSry pozitri igyjome gebéjimq ivertinti persipynu-
sias ir susiliejancias miesto, gamtos ir technologijy tikroves. Taip
pat tampa vis labiou akivaizdu, kad tokiamisri strategijo tinkama
ir bandant isitraukti i globalizuotq Siandieni pasauli. Leisdami
skirtingoms zinijos ir proktikos sritims moiSytis bei viena kitq
praturtinti, semdomiesi idéjy is vienos srities ir pritaikydaomi
jas kitoje (tokiu bddu naujai, 1S kitos perspektyvos pazvelgdami
i sprendziamas problemas), galime atrasti anksciau neapgalvotus
sprendimus arba naujoi permgstyti paradigmas.

Komunikacinis metodas

1999 m. Nyderlandy vyricusybeés tarpdisciplinineé idejy grupé Info-
drome®, vykdydama misijg winformuoti apie skaitmenineés revoliuci-
jos nulemtus visuomenés ir valdymo pokycius®™, pakvieté mus iStirti
~erdvés naudojimg informacijos amziuje™ Prie savo tyrimo prirase
antraste: nisisgmoninti tai, kas nesuplanuojoma®, — progromiskai
iSplétéme iki tol tik ties .informacinicis™, su duomenimis susiju-
siais informacijos amZiaus aspektais sutelktq »~Infodrome* démesio
laukq iki nerdvés naudojimo informacijos ir komunikacijy amziuje™

AT
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This programmatic emphasis on the communicational dimension of
the digital revolution (that in 1999 nearly cost us the research
assignment) was based on our awareness of the two very different
traditions. On one hand, the approach borrowed from information
technology, aiming for data-powered optimisation and efficiency of
urban functions by supporting the collection of data from real-life
phenomena. On the other hand, the approach was informed by communi-
cation technologies that enhance the participation of city users
and dwellers by cracking processes open and allowing for greater
complexity, negotiation, and the formation of intelligent, creative
collectives.

Optimisation, such as the reduction of congestion or the improve-
ment of air quality, valuably helps to address urban challenges.
However, it's still important to question who the processes are
optimised for and bear in mind that the qualities of urbanity are
based on the functional, social, cultural richness and complexity
of cities, as are their inherent, ongoing negotiations.

Smart City — the notion summarising the coming together of the
Urban Age with the Digital Era — is very much data-driven, mostly
focusing on optimisations, efficiency and control. Nevertheless,
enabling transitions from centralised todistributed interactive
systems and networks, as well as supporting participatory social
processes, is an inherent feature of digitalisation. Therefore, the
urbanisation of technology should be more transparent, engaging
citizens in participatory processes of expert/user co-creation.

Social splintering, disruptive technologies, and the ‘permachange’
we're experiencing demand spaces where society can process the
transformations caused by technological developments. Throughout
the years, we've been developing a series of these hybrid process-
spaces, such as the City Maoking Lab in Berlin.
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Toks programinis susitelkimas i skaitmenines revoliucijos komu-
nikacini démeni (dél kurio 1999 m. vos nepraradome uzsakymo) buvo
paremtas dviejy lobai skirtingy tradicijy iSmanymu. Viena vertus,
i§ informaciniy technologijy pasiskolinome metodq, pagal kuri
vykdoma duomenimis grista optimizacija ir siekioma miesto funk-
cijy efektyvumo, skatinant duomeny rinkimg i$§ realiy, gyvenimisky
reiskiniy, Kita vertus, masy metodai buvo paremti ir komunikacijy
technologijomis, kurios lengvina miesto vartotojy ir gyventojy
dalyvavimg aotverdamos jiems procesus ir sudarydamos geresnes
galimybes kompleksiskumui, deryboms, sumaniy, korybisky kolek-
tyvy formavimuisi.

Optimizacija, pavyzdziui, spus¢iy mazinimas arba oro kokybes geri-
nimas, reik$mingoi padeda jveikti miesto problemas. Taciou vis
tiek svarbu uzklousti, kieno poreikici tenkinami optimizuojant
$iuos procesus, ir nepamirs$ti, kod miestiskumg lemioncios savy-
bés priklauso nuo miesty kompleksiskumo, funkcines, socialines
ir kulttrinés jvairovés, bei jiems budingy nenutrikstamy deryby.

I$monusis miestas - sqvoka, apibendrinanti miesty amZiaus ir skai-
tmeninés eros susiliejimg - itin stiprici remiasi duomenimis bei
doZniausioi bonao orientuota i optimizacijg, efektyvumg ir kontrole.
Tadiou viena neatsiejamy skaitmenizacijos savybiy yra ta, kad ji
leidZia pereiti nuo centralizuoty prie iSskirstyty interakty-
viy sistemy ir tinkly, bei skatina dalyvaujomuosius socialinius
procesus. Dél to technologiné urbanizacija turety bati skaidresneé,
itraukianti gyventojus i dalyvaujomuosius procesus, kuriy metu
ekspertai ir vartotojoi bendradarbiauja.

Patiriomas socialinis skaldymas, trikdancios technologijos ir
negriztami pokyciai {angl. permachange), kuria erdviy, kuriose
visuomené galéty isisgmoninti technologiniy pokyciy sukeltas
transformacijos., poreiki. Per ilgg laikq sukiréme eile tokiy misriy
procesiniy erdviy - viena jy yraBerlyno »City Making Lab™,
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Jublic Media Urban Interfaces by
1ybrid Space Lab, @ Hybrid Space Lab /
lie$yjy medijy sqveikavimas, sukurtas
iybrid Space Lab, @ Hybrid Space Lab
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LPublic Media Urban
Interfaces™

Pradédami veiklg XX a. 9 deS. pradzioje miestq troktavome kaip susi-
tikimy, mainy ir deryby erdve. Vystéme meninius projektus, skati-
nancius urbanistini dalyvavimg ir apmgstymus apie tai, kaip masy
gyvenimqg ir fizine miesto erdve transformuos tuo metu dar tik
beatsirandantis internetas bei skaitmeniniai tinklai. Tuo metu
technologijos dar tik formavosi, o jy pritaikymas neatrode ckivaiz-
dus - bita palankaus metas vaizduotei, Visiskai laisvai isivaizdo-
vome ateities misSrias vieSgsias erdves, kiréme menines jungtiniy
miesto ir medijy viesyjy erdviy vizijos positelkdami jvietintq,
huo Zemutinés grandies kylanti (angl. bottom-up) Viesyjy medijy ir
miesto sqsajy™ (angl. Public Media Urban Interfaces) tinklq - vieSai
prieinamq sgsajqg tarp pasaulinés medijy erdvés ir vietineés miesto
erdves,

Siame projekte pateikéme alternatyviy scenarijy vizijas, kaip
skaitmeniniy tinkly sqveika galéty sustiprinti viesyjy miesto ir
viesyjy medijy erdviy funkcijas. Projekto metu sukaréme prototi-
pus nuo zemutinés grandies prasidedanciom visy miesto gyventojy
dalyvavimui pasaulineje medijy kulttroje. Parodomajome projekte
iShaudodami Londono urbanistines jtampas ir struktirg pasidléme
alternatyvy interneto protokolq, sustiprinusi vietines erdves
kaip iSeities taskq globalizuotoms, medijomis paremtoms kulttiroms.

Su iSmaniqja neterio kiekvienam™ kortele (angl. Air-Time-For-
All Smart Card), vietinéje Zemo technologinio lygio transliavimo
stotyje, pavyzdziui, rajono skalbykloje, visi gyventojai galety
kurti pranesimus ir juos transliuoti rajono ribose. Nepanore kurti
savo pranesimo, gyventojai galéty perleisti eterio laikq kitam
pranesimui i$ jy rajono, taip pagreitindami transliacijq net ir uz
artimiousios aplinkos riby. Tokios sustiprintos vietines translio-
cijos laikinai (daugicu ar maziaw) uzimty pasauliniy medijy erdve:
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Public Media Urban
Interfaces

Deeply rooted in this communicational approach, our early work
in the late 19B0s approached the city as a space of encounters,
exchange and negotiation. We developed artistic projects for urban
participation, speculating about how our lives and the physical
urban space would be transformed by the then-emerging Internet and
digital networks. At this point, technology was just hatching and
its applications were not yet established — these were times open
for imagination. With great freedom, we envisioned possible future
public hybrid spaces, developing artistic visions of a combined
urban and media public space with the locally embedded, bottom-up
public network of Public Media Urban Interfaces: a publicly acces-
sible interface between the global media space and the local
urban place.

The project Public Media Urban Interfaces envisioned alternative
scenarios for the interplay of digital networks to reinforce the
function of public urban and public media space. It developed models
that enabled bottom-up active participation for all city dwellers
in global media culture, The demo project exploited London's urban
tensions and structure, advancing an alternative Internet proto-
col that strengthened the local as a starting point of globalised,
mediatised cultures.

With an Air-Time-For-All Smart Card, at the location of their local
low-tech broadcasting studio — for example, the neighbourhood’s
launderette — all citizens were enabled to produce messages and
narrow-cast them locally within the neighbourhood. If they didn't
wish to produce their own message, citizens could give their
Air-Time to another message from their neighbourhood, acceler-
ating its broadcast even beyond their direct local surroundings.
This reinforced local broadcasts to temporarily invade the global
media space (to a greater or lesser extent), creating a locally based
dynamic media network from the bottom up.

AN
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tokiu badu, pradedant nuo Zzemutinés grandies, baty kuriamas jvie-
tintas dinamiskas medijy tinklas.

VieSyjy medijy ir miesto sgsajy projektas leido mums jsivaizduoti
ir susikurti savq metapasauli, kuris ilgainiui tapo pagrindiniu
idéjy ir meniniy koncepcijy saltiniu; visy toliau aprasyty projekty
Soknys gludi bitent Siame metapasaulyje. VieSosios medijy ir miesto
sgsajos taip pat suteiké mums galimybe ir rémus vystyti naujus
meninés raiskos budus su dinamiskais uzrasais - priemones koduoti
misSrias procesines erdves.

Be to, projektas remiasi viena svarbiausiy skaitmenineés trans-
formacijos savybiy, t. y., galimybe pereiti nuo centralizuoty prie
iSskirstyty, interaktyviy sistemy, sudarant prielaidas plates-
niems dalyvaujomiesiems procesams. Viesyjy medijy ir miesto sgsajy
projekte apraseme ir metodq YOUtopialangl. you —tu / jus, utopia-
utopijo) pabrézianti JUSY erdve (topos) Kito erdvéje, kaip priesin-
gybe uzdariems utopinioms modelioms,

évelnioji urbanistika

Minetas projektas véliau tapo koncepciniais-programinicis rémais
naujy urbanistikos metody karimui, pavyzdziui, Svelniosios urba-
nistikos (angl. soft urbonism - tarpdisciplinineés planavimo ir
projektavimo srities, tiriancios dinamiskq urbanistikos, skai-
tmeniniy medijy erdviy ir komunikacijy tinkly sqveikg. XX a. 10 des.
pritaike Svelniosios urbanistikos terming, iSvysteéme urbanisting
pozilri, pagal kuri integruotai vertinant atsizvelgioma tiek i
miesto, tiek i medijy erdves.

Dél topologio miesto reiskiniy troktavimo Svelnioji urbanis-
tika atliepia persipynusias erdves dimensijas ir sudaro prielai-
das labiau integruotai, struktiriskai socialiniy rysSiy tinkly
ir erdviy samprataoi, Sis pozidris remiasi komunikacija ir priima
tinklo paradigmg, pagal ji kuriomi rémai savivaldos procesams,
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Public Media Urban Interfaces made it possible for everyone to
broadcast, access and influence the global media environment from
the urban local neighbourhood. In its design for a public hybrid
urban space, the project proposed a bottom-up public network that
combined and connected urban public space with media public space.

With Public Media Urban Interfaces, we envisioned and created our
own ‘Metallorld’ that throughout the years has been the main source
from which we've developed ideas and artistic concepts; all projects
described below have their roots in this Metallorld. Public Media
Urban Interfaces also provided us with the opportunity and frame-
work to develop new artistic expressions with dynamic notations
as tools for coding hybrid process-spaces.

Moreover, the project draws on one of the main features of digital
transformation, hamely enabling the move in favour of distributive
interactive systems from centralised ones, fostering wider partic-
ipatory processes. Already inscribed in Public Media Urban Inter-
faces was our “YOU-topia® approach, emphasising YOUR space (topos)
on the Space of the Other, juxtaposed to closed utopian models.

Soft Urbanism

The project also served as a conceptual-programmatic framework
for developing new approaches to urbanism, such as ‘Soft Urbanism’
an interdisciplinary field of planning and design, exploring the
dynamic interplay of urbanism, digital media spaces and communi-
cation networks. Coining the term Soft Urbanism in the early 1990s,
we developed an urbanistic approach that considers and deals with
both urban and media spaces in an integrated way.

With its topological understanding of urban phenomena, Soft Urban-
ism addresses interrelated spatial dimensions, enabling a more
integrated and structural understanding of the networks of spaces
for social interaction. This approach is communicational and adopts
the network-paradigm, creating frameworks for processes of self-or-
ganisation that focus on the bottom-up processes of city dwellers
and users — emphasising the Space of the Other,

VAVARYAR
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orientuojontis i nuo zemutinés grandies prasidedancius miesto
gyventojy ir vartotojy procesus bei pabréziant Kito erdve.

~ldensity”™

Siekdami suprasti sintezes, persidengimus ir rySius tarp medijy
ir fiziniy / miesto erdviy, minéto tyrimo apie erdveés naudo-
jimg metu sukdréme terming idensity (angl. identity — tapatybeé,
density- tankis). Tapatybeés ir jungciy tankio sqvokas susiejantis
idensitetas neskiria medijy tinkly nuo urbanistines-architekto-
rines aplinkos, o vietoje to sitlo integruotqg modeli darbui su
miSria erdve,

Tradiciniai erdves atskiriantys terminai nebegalioja pries-
taringai miesto aplinkos dinamikai, kurici badingos priestao-
ringos - sutelkties ir decentralizacijos, funkcinio miSrumo ir
segregacijos — tendencijos. Tokios kategorijos kaip »funkciné zona*
(gyvenamoji, darbo, rekreacing), ncentras® versus nperiferija®, ngomto-
vaizdis®™ versus .miestas* tampa nebecktualios. Medijoms jungian-
tis su fizine erdve privadiy ir viesyjy erdviy poliai moiSosi
bei susilieja.

Idensitetas integruoja tankio (jungdiy, fizinés ir skaitmeninés
infrastruktary, bendry jy komunikacijos erdviy) ir identiteto sqvo-
kas (iskaitant jvaizdzio politikq ir miesto prekes zenklg). Dél to
$1 sqvoka gali, pavyzdziui, padeti suprasti erdvinés segregaoci-
jos procesus ir skirtumus tarp ty miesto fragmenty, kurie turi
globaliam performansui badingy ypatybiy ir yra laikomi nglobalios
miesty buties" dalimi, ir kity, gretimy miesty (ar miesto daliy),
kurie netenka aktualumo ir iSsitrina i$ pasauliniy proto Zemélapiy,

Idensiteto terminas pastomeéja diskusijos apie urbanistikg nuo
formalioi morfologiskai apibréziamy (tinklinio) miesto tinklo savy-
biy link labiau integruotos, struktariskos socialiniy komunikacijy
tinkly ir erdviy sompratos. Tai koncepcinis instrumentas erdviy
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1density

To understand the fusions, superimpositions and interactions of
media and physical/urban spaces, we introduced the new term “iden-
sity’ with our aforementioned research on ‘The Use of Space’. Fusing
the notions of ‘identity’ and ‘density of connections’, idensity
doesn't differentiate between media networks and urban-architec-
tural environments, instead offering an integrated model for deal-
ing with hybrid space.

In the contradictory dynamics of the urban environment — with
its antithetical tendencies of concentration and decentralisa-
tion, functional mix and segregation — traditional terms of spatial
distinction lose their validity. Categories like “functional zoning'
(living, working, recreation), ‘centre’ versus “periphery,’ ‘landscape’
versus ‘city’, are becoming obsolete. The polarity between private
and public space is disintegrating as public and private environ-
ments are intermingling and blurring in the fusion of media and
physical space.

Idensity integrates the concept of density (the density of connec-
tions, physical and digital infrastructures, general communication
spaces) with the concept of identity (including image policies and
urban brands). Therefore, as an example, it can help us understand
processes of spatial segregation and distinction between urban
fragments that have qualities of global performance and are consid-
ered part of a "‘global urban condition’, and those other, sometimes
neighbouring (parts of) cities that lose relevance and disappear
from (global) mental maps.

The term idensity moves the discussion on the urban from the morpho-
logical level of a formal description for the network patterns of
the (network) city to amore integrated, structural understanding of
the networks of spaces for social communication. It's a conceptual
instrument for resedrching and developing space in the informo-
tion-communication age and can be implemented as an operative tool
to steer processes of urban development.
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floating bars, fishing points,
exhibition decks, distributed pavilions, picnic sets, |
floating water theatres, storage or W.C. units,

cabins, relaxation decks, roofs, swimming pools...

As an open modular
system, CITY_KIT is
meant for creative use.

2. City Kit by Hybrid
Space Lab, @ Hybrid
Space Lab / Miesto
irankiy komplektas
pagal Hybrid Space Lab,
Hybrid Space Lab
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Idensity doesn't only refer to object-qualities but describes
a field of superimposed communication spaces and embeds iden-
tity in the context of communication. Therefore, it's not just
a mere summation of the two concepts of density and iden-
tity, but o fusion. It inverts identity, linking it to commu-
hication so that identity is defined by connectivity.

City Kit and DIY Pavilion

Since our starting point has always been conceptual, not techno-
logical, a central theme in our work throughout the years has been
empowering the user. For example, in the City Kit project developed
for the Hong Kong Social Housing Authority in 2007, our target
group were young people who were familiar with computer games, but
hardly ever played outside,

As space is extremely scarce in Hong Kong, the City Kit hybrid game
enabled children and young adults to design temporary playgrounds
in urban spaces. Using modular building components that could be
moved around and fixed in certain places of the cityscape, resi-
dents could build micro stages, bars, exhibition decks, pavilions,
picnic sets and other structures that made living in the neighbour-
hood more fun.

The outcome of City Kit was the DIY Pavilion. A digitally supported
architectural design method that relied on triangulation made it
possible to involve users in its design, building and transformo-
tion. DIY Pavilion was first presented at the waterfront prome-
nade of Hong Kong within the framework of the Hong Kong & Shenzhen
Bi-city Biennial of Urbanismand Architecture 2009-2010. The work
later travelled to different locations in Hong Kong and Shenzhen
for community education purposes.

Based on an architectural design principle with a flexible, adapt-
able structure, the pavilion can be easily disassembled, trans-
ported, reassembled and sown together again, adjusting to the size
of the site and local requirements. It’s a low cost and low-tech
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Space Lab, @ Hybrid
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karéjai Hybrid Space
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Misri Edvé
Prof. Elizabeth Sikiaridi ir prof. Fransas Vogelaaras, »Hybrid Space Lab™

tyrimui ir vystymui informacijos bei komunikacijy amziuje, golintis
tapti veiksminga miesto plétros procesy valdymo priemone.

Idensitetas ne tik nurodo i objekto savybes, bet ir apibtdina
persidengiandiy komunikacijos erdviy laukq bei jvietina
identitetq komunikacijos kontekste. Todél tai néra tik Siy
dviejy sqvoky — tankio ir tapotybés - suma, o veikiou sintezé.
Ji apverdia tapatybeés sqvokq susiedama jg su komunikacija - toigi,
tapatybé tampa apibréziama rysiy,

~City Kit™ 1ir ,DIY Pavilion™

Kadangi masy iSeities taskas veikiau konceptualus nei technologi-
his, pagrindiné mtsy darbo tema visuomet buvo vartotojo igalinimas.
PavyzdZziui 2007 m. Honkongo socialiniy busty valdybos uzsakymu
vystant projektq ~City Kit™ (liet. miesto rinkinys) mGsy tiksline
auditorija tapo jounimas, gerai susipazines su kompiuteriniois
zaidimois, bet beveik nezaides lauke.

Urbanizuotose Honkongo, kuriame itin triksta vietos, erdvése
misSrus zaidimas City Kit™ leido vaikams ir jounimui susikurti
laikinas zaidimy aikSteles. IS moduliniy elementy, kuriuos galima
perkelti ir jtaisyti norimoje miestovaizdzio vietoje, gyventojoi
galéjo pasistatyti mozytes scenas, barus, parody platformas, pavil-
jonus, pikniky stalus ir kitus statinius, kuriems atsiradus Sioje
kaimynystéje tapo smagiau gyventi.

~City Kit* iSsivysté i .DIY Pavilion®™ (liet. savadarbis paviljo-
nas). Pritaikius skaitmeninémis priemoneémis paremtq triongulio-
cini architektidros projektavimo metodq, vartotojams sudaryta
galimybeé dalyvauti projektavimo, statybos ir transformavimo
procesuose. ,DIY* paviljonas pirmicusia pastatytas Honkongo
pakrantes aléjoje kaip 2009-2010 m. Honkongo ir SendZeno dvimies-
¢io urbanistikos ir architektiros bienalés dalis. Véliou visuomeneés
edukacijos tikslais karinys buvo veziojomas po jvairias Honkongo
ir SendZeno vietas.
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construction of triangular plywood plates, sown together with the
help of cable binders.

Consisting of self-supporting triangular elements, the pavilion's
covering provides structural integrity and a strong, crystalline
formal expression. As a DIY, evolutionary, open-design, modular
building, the pavilion is adaptive in both time and space —a partic-
ipatory design and co-creative process space.

These projects illustrate the Soft Urbanism approach with its
dynamic interplay of urbanism ond digital communication networks,
as well as the idensity methodologies of augmenting urban densities
by increasing the frequency of exchange and negotiation.

INbetweenSTITUTE

In the assignment for the re-development of the Beijing 798 Art
District, we again emphasised communication spaces and design-
ing process spaces, offering an integrated model for dealing with
hybrid (media and physical) space, all the while drawing on the
approaches and methods of Soft Urbanism and idensity.

For years, the Beijing 798 Creative Zone had been the main Chinese
art district, with museums, galleries, artists, and designers’
studios occupying an old factory darea. Increasingly, the 798
District was becoming a tourist destination, its popular success
growingly eroding its exclusive image. In 2014, we were invited
to propose a new brand and museum facilities for the district. We
convinced Beijing officials to not think in brands but to think in
processes and communication spaces. Instead of a mono-functional
fixed identity (an artificial ‘New Brand), we proposed a process-ori-
ented strategy for strengthening creative artist networks, anchor-
ing them into 798"s urban tissue.

We also designed a new typology: the INbetweenSTITUTE, This was an
infrastructure for co-creating and involving the public, as well as
a space between the private spaces of artistic creation (ateliers

VAVAN)
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Kadangi paviljonas suprojektuotas pritaikant lankscias, lengvai
adaptuojamas konstrukcijas, ji lengva iSardyti, pervezti ir veél
surinkti bei susitti pakoregavus dydi pagal vietinius poreikius,
Toi buvo nebrangi ir technologis$kai nesudétinga konstrukcija is
trikampiy faneros ploks$¢iy, susiaty laidy raisteliais,

Paviljono dangalas sudarytas iS save laikandiy trikampiy elementy,
todeél buvo tvirtas, be to pasizyméjo itaigia, struktiriska archi-
tekttros kalba. Kadangi tai savadarbis, evoliucionuojantis, atviro
dizaino modulinis pastatas, ji galima pritoikyti bet kokici erdvei
ir laikui bei laikyti geru dalyvaujomojo projektavimo ir kolegic-
laus procesinés erdvés kirimo pavyzdziu.

Sie projektai pademonstruoja Svelniosios urbanistikos metodg,
kuriome dinamiskoi sqveikauja urbanistika ir skaitmeniniy komuni-
kacijy tinklai, o idensity metodologijo sutankinamiestq didindama
mainy ir deryby dazni.

~INbetweenSTITUTE™

Vykdydami uzsakymq regeneruoti 798-qji Pekino menininky kvartalg
velgi pabrézéme komunikacijos erdves ir projektavome procesines
erdves, pateikdami integruotqg modeli darbui su miSria (medijy ir
fizine) erdve, tuo paciu semdamiesi jkvépimo i$ Svelniosios urba-
nistikos ir idensity metody bei pozitriy,

Pekino 79B-0ji karybineé zona ilgq laikq buvo pagrindinis meni-
hinky kvartalas visoje Kinijoje, kupinas muziejy, galerijy, meno
ir dizaino studijy, iSsidésciusiy buvusioje gamybinéje teritori-
joje. Taciau pamazu rajonas émé traukti turistus, o jo populiaru-
mas — griauti iSskirtini jvaizdi. 2014 m buvome pakviesti pasidlyti
rajonui naujq prekés zenklq ir muziejaus patalpas. ITtikinome Pekino
valdininkus mgstyti ne apie prekeés zenklus, o apie procesus ir
komunikacijos erdves. Vietoje fiksuotos vienfunkceés tapatybes
(dirbtinio -naujo prekés zenklo™), pasitléme i procesus orientuotq
kirybiniy ir meniniy tinkly stiprinimo strategijg, itvirtinandiq
juos 79B-o0jo kvartalo urbanistiniame audinyje.
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and studios) and the audience’s public spaces (showcases, museums,
galleries, theatres and concert halls),

INbetweenSTITUTE introduced facilities for hybrid (combined
on-site and online) co-creation with creative labs working using
cross-over innovation methods on issues relevant to society.
The project also developed a hybrid modular and mobile system to
penetrate other areas of the city, involving citizens in urban
co-curation.

Naturelecture

Co-creating the city was also the core of the work we developed for
the Athens Municipality in 2015. As a participatory climate adap-
tation project for integrating greenery into Athens® built envi-
ronment with the help of bottom-up processes, Poly Garden City
considers the whole city as a canvas for ‘greening’, with vegeta-
ble gardens on balconies, gardens in the spaces between buildings,
green rooftops with endemic plants and lively green terraces.

‘Poly’ stands for the multitudes of the city. ‘Garden’ (‘gardening®
can be interpreted in a very broad and metaphoric sense, being
connected to existentiol dimensions and post-materialism, and
gardening in an urban context requires encountering, exchanging
and negotiating with neighbours and other city users, engendering
processes of community building.

The climate adaptation strategy of Poly Garden City is especially
relevant for cities in the *flat roof region’ because in these areas
processes of informal urbanisation have produced settlements with
very little or no space for urban green. This approach was developed
further in another case study, the Shenzhen Urban Village,

Urban Garden Kit is a hybrid (combined computer and urban) game for
the Urban Village's extremely densely built environment: a hybrid
platform for exchange between different groups, focusing on local
knowledge, oral history, and endemic plants and their use. This
participatory platform bridges experts and users of the urban
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Taip pat suprojektavome naujq tipologijq — INbetweenSTITUTE (angl.
institute - institutas ir inbetween - tarp). Taip pavadinome infro-
struktirg, skirtq kolegiclioi kirybai ir visuomenés jtraukimui
bei erdve tarp privaciy meno kirimo erdviy (ateljé ir studijy ir
visuomenei priklausandiy viesyjy erdviy (vitriny, muziejy, gale-
rijy. teatry ir koncerty soliy).

INbetweenSTITUTE suteiké sqlygas misriai (vykdomai vietoje ir
internete) kolegialiai kGrybai, o kGrybines laboratorijos galéjo
kryzminiy inovacijy metodais spresti visuomenei aktualias proble-
mas. Projekto metu taip pat sukurta misSri — moduliné ir mobili -
sistema, skirta isiskverbti i kitas miesto dalis, jtraukiant
gyventojus 1 kolegialy miesto kdrimg,

~Naturelecture™

Kolegialus miesto ktrimas buvo vienas svarbiousiy aspekty ir darbe,
kuri 2015 m. atlikome Atény savivaldybei. Siame dalyvaujamajome
klimato pritaikymo projekte, skirtame integruoti zeldinius i Atény
uzstatymg pasitelkiant nuo Zemutinés grandies pradedamus proce-
sus - »Poly Garden City* (liet. daugiclypis sody miestas) - mies-
tas laikomas dirva nzalumynams™ - darzelioms balkonuose, sodams
erdveése tarp pastaty, nykstandiais augalais apzeldintiems stogams
ir gyvoms zalioms terasoms.

Démuo poly reprezentuoja miesto daugialypiskumg, -~Garden, garde-
ning“ galima interpretuoti kaip sodininkyste pacia placiausia,
metaforine prasme, siejant su egzistencinémis plotmemis ir postmo-
terializmu, o sodininkaujant miesto kontekste tenka susitikti,
mainytis ir derétis su kaimynais bei kitais miesto vartotojaois, tad
skatinami bendruomeniy kGrimosi procesai.

Projekto ,,Poly Garden City™ klimato adaptavimo strategija itin

aktuali vadinamojo sutapdintyjy stogy regiono miestams, nes ¢ia
neformalios urbanizacijos procesai beveik nepaliko vietos miesto
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and studios) and the audience’s public spaces (showcases, museums,
galleries, theatres and concert halls).

INbetweenSTITUTE introduced facilities for hybrid (combined
on-site and online) co-creation with creative labs working using
cross-over innovation methods on issues relevant to society.
The project also developed a hybrid modular and mobile system to
penetrate other areas of the city, involving citizens in urban
co-curation,

Naturelecture

Co-creating the city was also the core of the work we developed for
the Athens Municipality in 2015. As a participatory climate adap-
tation project for integrating greenery into Athens® built envi-
ronment with the help of bottom-up processes, Poly Garden City
considers the whole city as a canvas for ‘greening’, with vegeta-
ble gardens on balconies, gardens in the spaces between buildings,
green rooftops with endemic plants and lively green terraces.

‘Poly’ stands for the multitudes of the city. ‘Garden’ (‘gardening”
can be interpreted in a very broad and metaphoric sense, being
connected to existential dimensions and post-materialism, and
gardening in an urban context requires encountering, exchanging
and negotiating with neighbours and other city users, engendering
processes of community building.

The climate adaptation strategy of Poly Garden City is especially
relevant for cities in the “flat roof region’ because in these areas
processes of informal urbanisation have produced settlements with
very little or no space for urban green. This approach was developed
further in another case study, the Shenzhen Urban Village.

Urban Garden Kit is a hybrid (combined computer and urban) game for
the Urban Village's extremely densely built environment: a hybrid
platform for exchange between different groups, focusing on local
knowledge, oral history, and endemic plants and their use. This
participatory platform bridges experts and users of the urban
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4. Urban Garden Kit
by Hybrid Space
Lab, @Hybrid Space
Lab / Miesto parko
irankiai pagal
Hybrid Space Lab,
Hybrid Space Lab
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Taip pot suprojektavome naujq tipologijq — INbetweenSTITUTE (angl.
institute - institutas ir inbetween - tarp). Taip pavadinome infra-
struktirg, skirtg kolegioliai kiryboi ir visuomenés itraukimui
bei erdve tarp privadiy meno kdrimo erdviy (ateljé ir studijy) ir
visuomenei priklausonciy viesyjy erdviy (vitriny, muziejy, gole-
rijy, teatry ir koncerty saliy).

INbetweenSTITUTE suteiké sqlygas misriai (vykdomai vietoje ir
internete) kolegialiai kirybai, o kirybinés laboratorijos galéjo
kryzminiy inovacijy metodais spresti visuomenei aktualias proble-
mas. Projekto metu taip pat sukurta misri — moduliné ir mobili —
sistema, skirta isiskverbti i kitas miesto dalis, jtraukiant
gyventojus i kolegialy miesto karimg,

“Naturelecture™

Kolegialus miesto ktrimas buvo vienas svarbiausiy aspekty ir darbe,
kuri 2015 m. atlikome Atény savivaldybei. Siome dalyvaujamajome
klimato pritaikymo projekte, skirtome integruoti Zzeldinius i Atény
uzstatymqg pasitelkiant nuo Zemutinés grandies pradedomus proce-
sus — »Poly Garden City* (liet. daugiclypis sody miestas) - mies-
tas laikomas dirva .zalumynams“ - darzelioms balkonuose, sodoms
erdvése tarp pastaty, nykstandiais augalais aopzeldintiems stogams
ir gyvoms zalioms terasoms.

Démuo poly reprezentuoja miesto daugialypiskumg. »Garden, garde-
ning™ galima interpretuoti kaip sodininkyste poadia placiausia,
metaforine prasme, siejont su egzistencinémis plotmemis ir postmo-
terializmu, o sodininkaujant miesto kontekste tenka susitikti,
mainytis ir deretis su kaimynais bei kitais miesto vartotojais, tad
skatinami bendruomeniy kdrimosi procesoci.

Projekto ,,Poly Garden City™ klimato adaptavimo strategija itin

aoktuali vadinamojo sutapdintyjy stogy regiono miestams, nes ¢ia
neformalios urbanizacijos procesai beveik nepaliko vietos miesto
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environment, turning city-users into city-makers and -gardeners.
By expanding the (City Kit game to integrate urban nature, Urban
Garden Kit reinterprets the city by fusing buildings and gardens
into new hybrid urban typologies.

Such a participatory hybrid environment is an example of how
urban-architectural spaces, nature, and the digital can be devel-
oped together in an integrated way, addressing the hybrid realities
that include the biological and the technological. In the Anthro-
pocene, the juxtaposition between nature versus artefact and the
designed environment is becoming obsolete. So instead, we pursued
a new hybrid field of design where architecture and nature fuse:
‘NatureTecture'!

Humboldt Jungle and
Humboldt Volcano

Facing the Urban Age’s crises such as climate change and biodiver-
sity loss, we need a transdisciplinary design approach to address
the interconnected challenges of today. We need to rethink the
juxtaposition of nature versus artefact by integrating plant mate-
rial in our architectural surroundings and merging nature with the
built environment. In this convergence of architecture and nature,
new hybrid architectural solutions emerge, such as our projects
Humboldt Jungle and Humboldt Volcano for the Humboldt Forum in the
city centre of Berlin.

Developing behind the replica of a baroque palace fagade, the
Humboldt Forum is a cultural centre of international renown
containing the Berlin ethnographic collections and a space dedi-
cated to the “Global Dialogue of Cultures’ The German government is
rebuilding the exterior of the demolished Kaisers® imperial palace
to house the venue. The Forum takes its name from the Humboldt
brothers: scientist Wilhelm von Humboldt, who founded the Berlin
University; and explorer Alexander von Humboldt, who was actually
not so fond of the Prussian state.
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Yeldiniaoms. Sis metodas buvo toliau vystomas kitoje atvejo studi-
joje - Sendzeno ~Urban Village* (liet. miesto kaimas).

~Urban Garden Kit" (1iet. miesto sodo rinkinys) — tai miSrus (kompiu-
terinis ir urbanistinis) Zaidimas, skirtas itin tankiom miesto
kaimo uzstatymui. Tai misSri platforma mainams tarp jvairiy grupiy,
orientuota i vietine zinijq, sakytine istorijq ir nykstancius augo-
lus bei jy panaudojima. Si dalyvaujomoji platforma suveda miesto
aplinkos ekspertus ir vartotojus, paversdama pastaruosius miesto
karéjois ir sodininkais. »Urban Garden Kit* - tai iSplesta »City Kit*
versija, apimanti ne tik miestq, bet ir jo gamtq, bei pateikianti
haujg miesto interpretacijq, kurioje pastatai ir sodai suauga i
naujas misSrias miesto tipologijas.

Tokia miSri dalyvaujomoji aplinka irodo, kad urbanistinés-archi-
tektirinés erdveés, gamta ir skaitmenineé plotme gali bati vystomos
kartu, integruotai, atsiZvelgiant i miSrias tikroves, apimanéias
ir biologinius, ir technologinius elementus. Antropoceno amziuje
priestaratarp gamtos ir artefokty bei suprojektuotosios aplinkos
tampa nebeaktuali. Vietoje jos éméme dométis nauja projektavimo
sritimi, kur architekttra ir gamta susilieja - NatureTecture (angl.
nature - gamta, architecture - architektara).

~Humboldt Jungle™ ir
~Humboldt Volcano™

Atsidare akistatoje su urbanizacijos amzicus krizémis - klimato
kaita, biojvairovés nyksmu ir kt. - turime iSrasti tarpdiscipli-
nini metodq, atitinkanti persipynusias nadienos problemas. Turime
permgstyti gamtos ir artefakto priestarq integruodami augali-
nes medziagas i savo architektdrine aplinkg, susiedami gamtq su
uzstatymu. IS Sios architektidros ir gamtos jungties randasi nauji
miSrds architektorinioi sprendinioai, pavyzdziui, masy projektai
~Humboldt Jungle* (liet. Humboldto dziunglés) ir ,Humboldt Volcano™
(liet. Humboldto vulkanas), skirti Berlyno centre esaniom Humboldt

Forum™ pastatui.
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The palace of the Prussian imperial family once stood where the
Humboldt Forum is currently being built. The former was bombed
during World War IT and subsequently demolished by the GDR regime
to build a "Palace of the Republic’ in its place (also demolished
after the German reunification). Therefore, the Humboldt Forum
stirs heated debates, as it involves issues of national symbols, the
international role of the city and supranational cultural networks.

In 2015, the funds needed for the Humboldt Forum fagade were still
missing and because of this, consultations for alternative propos-
als remained open. As an alternative to the palace’s baroque fagade
replica, we proposed to wrap the building with a luscious verti-
cal green: a Humboldt Jungle, referring to the jungle explorer and
sustainability pioneer Alexander von Humboldt and giving a more
extrovert, contemporary and environmentally friendly form to the
Humboldt Forum building.

As the Humboldt Forum's stone fagade was being built, in the same
spirit and NatureTecture-approach of fusing buildings and nature,
we developed a further proposal: Humboldt Volcano, an exten-
sion of the Forum as a greenhouse-pavilion with a vertical trop-
ical garden and a waterfall, again referring to Alexander von
Humboldt's volcano explorations and discoveries of exotic flora.

Our radical Humboldt Jungle proposal was embraced enthusiosti-
cally by the cultural world and the press as the ‘rescue of the
Humboldt Forum'. Also, the Humboldt Volcano, enabling the appropri-
ation of the Humboldt Forum and opening it up to the city, was very
well received and is how being discussed in Berlin's politics. Even
the popular tabloid press was very passionate in their promotion.
A special quality of the projects is that they bridge the dichot-
omy between avant-garde artistic expression — otherwise exclusive
by definition — and an inclusive approach to culture. By allowing
different depths of readings of their multi-layered complexity by
different groups, the projects stand for an approach that fuses
low and high culture, vanguard and folk, mainstream and niche —a
Hybrid Culture.
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Deep Space

The above-mentioned projects convey the sense that creativity can
create opportunities in heated public debates which would other-
wise come to a standstill. Our recent work and current project on
Valle de los Caidos continues along with this breakthrough, as we
examine how conflictual monuments and heritage can be transformed
using creative and digital tools.

The Francoist monumental memorial for the Fallen of the Spanish
Civil War hosts the remains of more thaon 33,000 victims from both
sides of the Spanish conflict, removed from mass-graves around the
country unbeknownst to the victims’ families. Until 2019, it was
also the burial site of Francisco Franco himself, Built between 1940
and 1959, the monument comprises a 2b0-meter-long basilica carved
inside the granite mountain, partly realised through the forced
labour of republican political prisoners. It's the most controver-
sial active monument in the world, as the Benedictine monks cele-
brate mass daily, and before Franco's exhumation in 2019, did so at
his grave and in his honour. To this day, visitors to the monument,
which continues to function as a tourist destination, have no infor-
mation about its complex, controversial history.

With the Deep Space: Resignifying Valle de los Caidos workshop-proj-
ect in 2018, we developed the concept of transforming the monu-
ment using artistic digital means without physically changing it.
This digital strotegy was very well received in Spain and interna-
tionally because it opened up new paths for dealing with histori-
cally problematic monuments, as an alternative to the two options
of acceptance without comment or destruction.

The project is o case study on the reinterpretation and transfor-
mation of historically loaded and controversial monuments/memory
sites with the help of digital tools. As we're currently witness-
ing a surge of iconoclastic actions against monuments glorify-
ing exploitative and unresolved history worldwide, it’s urgent to
develop inclusive tools and methods to reckon with these testi-
monies of controversial pasts and their open historical wounds.
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~Humboldt Forum* - tai uz atstatyto barokiniy romy fasado besiku-

riantis tarptautini pripazinimg pelnes kultdros centras, kuriame
laikomi Berlyno ethografiniai rinkiniai ir numatyta speciali erdveé
~pasaulio kultdry dialogui®. Vokietijos vyriausybé pamazu atstato
hugriauty imperatoriskyjy Kaizerio ramy eksterjerq ir pritaiko
pastatq kultdros paskirdici. Rimai pavadinti broliy Humboltdy
garbei: mokslininko Wilhelmo von Humboldto, ikdrusio Berlyno
universitetq, ir kelicutojo Alexanderio von Humboldto, kuris, tiesq
sakant, buvo gana priesisky Prusijos valstybei pazitry,

Kadaise vietoje Siuo metu statomo Humboldt Forum* ¢ia stovéjo
Prasijos imperatoriskosios Seimos ramai. Antrojo pasaulinio karo
metu jie subombarduoti, o véliau VDR rezimo nugriauti, planuojant
jy vietoje pastatyti ~Respublikos ramus* (véliau, susivienijus
Ryty ir Vakary Vokietijoi, taip pat nugriautus). Dél Siy aplinkybiy
~Humboldt Forum“ kelia arsias diskusijas, kurios lieia nacionali-
nius simbolius, miesto tarptautini vaidmeni ir virsvalstybinius
kultaros tinklus.

TIME AXIS /. SPATIAL LAYERS

2015 m., vis dar triko 1éSy uzbaigti »Humboldt Forum* fasadg, todél
buvo vykdomos konsultacijos ir ieSkoma alternatyviy sprendimy,

Vietoje barokinio fasado atstatymo pasitléme apdengti pastatq ? Deep Space by

Hybrid Space Lab,

veSliais Zeldiniais - Humboldto dZiunglémis™, pagerbiant et

.. ) L . ) i AT ) ybrid Space Lab
po dziungles keliavusi ir vienq pirmyjy tvarumo idejq iskelusi JEr LIRS SRevE
Alexanderi von Humboldtg, bei tuo padiu suteikiant ,,Humboldt pagal Hybrid

Space Lab,

Forum“ pastatui ekstravertiskesni, Siuolaikiskesni ir palankesni
Hybrid Space Lab

gamtai pavidalg,

Kol buvo statomas akmeninis Humboldt Forum™ fasadas, remdo-
miesi tomis paciomis idéjomis ir NatureTecture pastaty bei gamtos
sintezés metodu pasitléme dar vieng - Humboldto vulkanu* pavo-
dintq ramy priestatg, skirtq veikti kaip $ilthamis ir paviljonas
su vertikaliu tropiniy augaly sodu ir kriokliu, kurie vélgi zymeéty
Alexanderio von Humboldo keliones ir egzotiskos floros atradimus.

Kulttros pasaulis ir Ziniasklaida masy radikaly »Humboldto dziung-
liy™ pasidlymq sutiko entuziastingai ir vadino Humboldt forum*
iSsigelbéjimu. Tuo tarpu Humboldto vulkanas®, turéjes sudaryti
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sqlygas isisavinti Humboldt Forum™ pastatq ir atverti ji mies-
tui, taip pat buvo itin $iltai priimtas, o Siuo metu jo idéjq svarsto
Berlyno politikai. Net ir populiarioji spauda itin aistringai parémé
Si projektq, Viena ypatingy jo savybiy yra priestaros naikinimas
tarp avangardinés meninés raiskos - paprastai savaime ekskliuzy-
vios - ir integracinio pozidrio i kultdrg. Leidus jvairioms grupéms
interpretuoti $i daugiasluoksni darini jvairiu gyliu, Sie projektai
tampa metodo, apjungiandio zemqjq ir aukstajq kultarg, avangardg
ir liaudies meng, populiariq ir nisSine karybg i miSriq kultirg,
pavyzdziu,

~Deep Space™

Iki Siol minéti projektai perteikiaminti, kad kirybingumas sukuria
galimybes spresti astrius visuomeninius klausimus, kurie kitaip
istrigty. Masy naujousias darbas - Siuo metu vystomas projektas
~Valle de los Caidos™ tesia $i proverzi, o mes patys toliau tyriné-
jome, kaip konfliktiskas situacijos ir paveldq galima transformuoti
naudojant karybiskas ir skaitmenines priemones.

Frankisty paminklinis memorialas zuvusiesiems Ispanijos civili-
niome kare tapo amzino poilsio vieta daugiou nei 33 000 auky palaiky
1S abiejy konflikto pusiy, ¢ia perkelty is masiniy kapaviciy be
artimyjy zinios. Iki 2019 m. toi buvo ir paties Francisco Franco
palaiky vieta. 1940-1959 m. statytq paminklq sudaro 260 metry ilgio
bazilika, iSskaptuota granito kalne, prie kurios realizacijos prie-
vartiniu darbu turéjo prisideti ir respublikonai politiniai kali-
nici. Tai bene kontraversiskiausias veikiantis monumentas visame
pasaulyje, kuriame benediktiny vienuolioi kasdien laiko misias, o
iki 2019 m., kai buvo iskelti F. Franco palaikai, jie toi dareé Salia jo
kapo, jo garbei. Paminklo, kuris ir toliou yra turisty traukos vieta,
lankytojams nesuteikioma informacijoapie jo sudétingg, kontraver-
siskq istorijq.

2018 m. projekto - karybiniy dirbtuviy Deep Space: Resignifying
Valle de los Caidos* (liet. gilioji (kosmoso) erdve: haujas Valle de
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The project pioneers the development of new methods and digital
tools for re-signifying and transforming controversial physical
monuments and sites. Such digital tools are especially relevant for
the re-signification of large-scale physical sites of memory — in
the scale of landscapes (such as at Valle de los Caidos) and the urban
scale. This approach allows for the inclusive re-reading of larger
territories, for example, urban settlements under a post-colonial
perspective,

We're now developing an Augmented Reality application, through
which visitors will be able to explore the hidden layers of the
monument’s controversial history and make ‘visible’ the mass
graves hidden behind the basilica's sidewalls and the remains of
the barracks where the forced labourers lived. This would help to
reveal what Franco wanted to hide here, breaking the totalitarian
narrative of the monument. The on-site presentation of its building
history — with the help of an AR application — would make Valle de
los Caidos a tangible testimony of Francoism, transforming it into
a polyphonic memorial: an example for the resignification of contro-
versial monuments in the Digital Age.

‘Augmenting’ physical memory sites into more polyphonic spaces is an
important and urgent challenge today. It can inform the processing
of other contested monuments/sites internationally, and thus be
very relevant to the ongoing discourse of inclusive (memory) spaces
and the urgent social need for inclusive heritage and memory-mak-
ing. Hence, Deep Space kick-started an exploration for us, focus-
ing on how future heritage sites could look, feel, and sound, and
how their digitally enriched features could affect memory-moking
processes.

Reboot Culture

Committed to a polyphonic (future) heritage, the Reboot
Culture program is designed to permeate the city fabric with
processes of cultural co-creation and reception by activating
public space through the multiple voices composing the poly-
phonic city. Launched by Hybrid Space Lab in 2020, the interno-
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los Caidos jprasminimas) metu iSvystéme paminklo transformacijos
konhcepcijg, kuriai igyvendinti buty naudojomos skaitmeninés meni-
nés priemones, nereikalaujonéios fiziniy pokyciy, 5i skaitmenine
strategija susilauké pripazinimo tiek Ispanijoje, tiek tarptau-
tiniu mastu, nes atskleidé naujas galimybes darbui su istoriskai
problemiskais paminklais ir pateikeé alternatyvq dviem iki Siol
buvusiems pasirinkimas - priimti be klousimy arba gricuti.

Projektas tapo atvejo studija, kurioje nagrinejoma istorine
itampa pasizyminciy ir kontraversisky paminkly bei atminties
viety transformacija skaitmeninémis priemoneémis. Kadangi Siuo
metu pasaulyje daugéjo ikonoklastisky veiksmy pries paminklus,
Slovinancius iSnaudotojiskq ir neatsokyty klausimy turindiq
istorijg, privalome nedelsdami iesSkoti integraciniy priemoniy ir
metody, kurie galéty padéti suvesti sqskaitas su Siais kontraver-
siSkais proeities liudijimais ir atviromis istorineémis Zzaizdomis,

Projektas tapo vienu is$ pirmyjy bandymy vystyti metodus ir skai-
tmenines priemones naujom kontraversisky fiziniy paminkly ir
viety iprasminimui bei transformavimui. Tokios skaitmeninés prie-
moneés ypac aktualios iS naujo iprasminant stambias fizines atmin-
ties vietas - urbanistinio masto ar net iStisus krastovaizdzius
apimancius objektus (kaip Valle de los Caidos). Nauji metodai sudaro
sqlygas nhaujam, integraliam, postkolonijiniu pozitriu gristam stam-
besniy teritorijy, pavyzdziui, gyvenvieciy interpretavimui.

Siuo metu kuriame papildytosios realybés programele, per kuriq
lankytojoi galés tyrinéti pasléptus priestaringos paminklo isto-
rijos sluoksnius ir ,atverti* masines kapavietes uz bazilikos Soni-
niy sieny, pamatyti prievartadirbusiy darbininky baraky liekanas.
Ji padés atskleisti, kq F. Franco Sioje vietoje noréjo paslepti, ir
suardys paminklo totalitarini naratyva, Vietoje pateikioma pastato
istorija PR programeélés pagalba galéty paversti Valle de los Caidos
ap&iuopiomu frankizmo liudijimu ir transformuoti Siq vietq i poli-
fonini paminklq —kontraversisky paminkly naujo iprasminimo skai-
tmeniniome amziuje pavyzdi.
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tional Reboot Culture program enables and supports new forms of
hybrid (combined physical and media) staging of public cultural
events, with a special focus on smaller cultural institutions in
urban peripheries. It also aims at developing a strong symbolic
momentum with hybrid public staging and renditions marking
the rebooting of cultural programs in the post-pandemic city.

To support hybrid cultural formats and mobilise culture, the
program weaves d sophisticated decentralised network of mobile
media infrastructures with media-containers, media-busses,
media-pontons and media-boats travelling via roads or waterways to
cultural venues. Acting upon the commitment to the revitalisation
and redesign of culture within- and post-COVID-19 urban landscapes,
the Reboot Culture program envisions hybrid staging on an ambi-
tious and evocative mega-scale, temporarily shaping public spaces
by contemplating large and captivating hybrid cultural events
alongside riversides and quays — whilst upkeeping the necessary
measures of physical distancing.

By addressing the mega, medium and nano scales, Reboot Culture
develops a huanced, context-sensitive approach to cultural co-pro-
duction and hybrid reception, integrating on-site features with the
help of mobile media infrastructure and an online digital platform.

Through focusing on the potential of hybrid formats to meaning-
fully activate culture in hybrid public space, the program embeds
the rebooting of culture in the urban environment, drawing on the
multiple voices and sounds of the polyphonic city. Recognising and
upkeeping the value of public space, a strong emphasis is placed
on the public nature of cultural practices and the development
of safe and public hybrid (combined media and physical) cultural
spaces. With outdoor staging enabling the embedment of culture
in the physical social urban environment, the program echoes our
earlier projects on the interfaces between the public urban and
the public media realms.

By following a strategy of permeating physical space and with a
focus on small scale platforms in urban peripheries, the project
aims to reformulate spatial cultural hierarchies. In this interplay
of physical events and media networks, the project follows an iden-
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Siandien fiziniy atminties viety paopildymo ir pavertimo polifo-
ninémis erdveémis klausimas yra itin svarbus ir neatidéliotinas.
Atsokymai i ji gali padéti motyvuoti problemisky paminkly ir viety
pertvarkymq tarptautiniu mastu, todeél jis tampa itin aktualus
Siandieninése diskusijose apie integracines (atminties) erdves
ir stipry socialini integracinio paveldo ir atminties formavimo
poreiki. Dél to »Deep Space” pasttmeéjo mus tyrimams, orientuotiems
i ateities paveldo viety galimg iSvaizdg, atmosferq ir garsus,
bei skaitmeninémis priemonémis papildytas funkcijas, golindias
paveikti atminties formavimo procesus.

~Reboot Culture™

Polifoniniam (ateities) paveldui skirta programa ~Reboot Culture*
(liet. atgaivinkime kultdrg) buvo sukurta persmelkti miesto
audini kolegialaus kultdros kirimo procesais ir suaktyvinti
viedqjq erdve isiklausant i daugybe balsy, sudaranciy polifoning
miestq, 2020 m. »Hybrid Space Lab™ pradéta tarptautiné programa
~Reboot Culture® remia ir sudaro sqlygas naujoms misraus (fizi-
nio ir medijy viesyjy kultariniy renginiy organizavimo formoms,
daugicusia démesio skiriant mazesnéms kultdros institucijoms
miesty periferijose. Ja taip pat siekiama iSvystyti stipry simbo-
lini pagreiti miSriy vieSyjy renginiy srityje, taip pazymint
miesto kultariniy programy atsigavimg pasibaigus pandemijoi.

L

Siekiant i$judinti kultirq ir remti misrias jos formas, Sia
programa formuojamas rafinuotas decentralizuoty mobiliy medijy
infrastruktory tinklos sumedijy konteinericis, medijy autobusais,
medijy plaustaois ir medijy loivais, galinciois keliauti i kultiros
erdves sausumos ir vandens keliais. Laikydamasi uzsibrézty siekiy
atgaivinti ir perkurti kultorg COVID-19 veikiomuose ar paveiktuose
kra$tovaizdZiuose, programa ~Reboot Culture™ formuoja misSraus
renginiy organizavimo vizijq ambicingu, daug zadanciu, itin stom-
biu mastu, laikinai transformuodama viesSgsias erdves ir apsvarsty-
doma didelius, jtaigius misrius kultarinius renginius Saliaupiy ir
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sity approach, strengthening the densities of hybrid communication
spaces, and a Soft Urbanism logic that considers and deals with both
urban and media spaces for social interaction in an integrated way,
creating platforms for self-organised bottom-up processes of urban
and cultural co-creation.

Moving from cultural centres to the peripheries and bringing these
experiences from the peripheries back to cultural centres via
a connecting digital platform as a space of representation, the
project aims to break through the “bubbles’ of highly personalised
digital existences. With an emphasis on public urban space and its
potential for serendipitous encounters, the program encourages
encounters with the Other, following the YOU-topian approach that
emphasises YOUR space, the Space of the Other,

Hybridities

With its commitment to hybrid staging for the polyphonic city,
the project celebrates cultural hybridity as a core feature of
our contemporary condition in today's globalised world. It also
supports the further development of a co-created, multi-voiced,
plural and heterogeneous hybrid culture,

Hybrid cultures, anchored to and embedded in physical spaces, are
increasingly distributed, shaped and negotiated in trans-local
media networks. As we reckon with hybrid cities merging digital
spaces and networks that shape our relationships and the physical
spaces for cohabitation and encounters, it's important to exper-
iment with collective cultural experiences that combine public
physical urban space and public digital space.

With digitalisation supporting hybridisation as a fusion of
cultural creators and consumers (cultural co-creation), as well
as the coming together of creative practices such as painting and
sculpture, film, sound and interactive media within a single artis-
tic project (post-medium art), hybridity is becoming central in
artistic and cultural production.
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krantiniy, kurie baty organizuojomi islaikant batingsias fizinio
atsiribojimo priemones.

Atsizvelgiant i stamby, vidutini ir smulkicusiq masteli, progro-
moje »Reboot Culture* kuriamas niucnsuotas, kontekstualus metodas
kolegialiam kultGros karimui ir misriom vartojimui integruojont
vietoje turimas, mobilia medijy infrastruktira papildytas funkci-
jas su internetine skaitmenine platforma.

Akcentuojant misSriy formaty potencialg prasmingoi aktyvinti
kultorg miSrioje vieSojoje erdveje, programos metu kultiros gaivi-
nimo veiksmas jvietinamas miesto aplinkoje remiantis polifoninio
miesto balsais ir garsais. Pripazistant ir iSsaugant vieSosios
erdvés verte, itin pabréziamas visuomeninis kultariniy proktiky ir
saugiy, misriy Gungiandiy medijas ir fizine erdve) viesSyjy erdviy
kGrimo pobtdis. Kadangi organizuojant renginius lauke galima jvie-
tinti kultdrg fizinéje socialinéje miesto aplinkoje, $i programa
siejasi ir misy ankstesniais projektais, kuriuose tyréme sqsajas
tarp vieSosios miesto erdvés ir vieSosios medijy erdves.

Vykdant projektq loikomasi strategijos persmelkti fizine erdve
ir orientuojomasi i mozo mastelio platformas miesty periferijoje:
siekiama performuoti kulttros erdviy hierarchijos. Per tokiq fizi-
niy renginiy ir medijy tinkly sqveikq projekte igyvendinamas
miSriy komunikacijos erdviy tanki didinantis idensity metodas
bei Svelniosios urbanistikos logika, jvertinanti ir atsizvelgionti
tiek i miesto, tiek i medijy erdves, skirtas integruotom sociali-
niam bendravimui, sukuriant platformas savivalda pagristiems nuo
zemutinés grandies prasidedantiems kolegialiems miesty ir kulto-
ros kbrimo procesams.

Judant nuo kulttros centry link periferijy ir sugriztant su jose
igyta patirtimi atgal i kulttros centrus per jungiomgjq skaitme-
hine platformg, veikianciq kaip reprezentaciné erdve, $iuo projektu
siekioma suardyti perdétai suasmeninty socialiniy patirdiy burbu-
lus. Akcentuojant viesqjq miesto erdve ir jos laimingy otsitik-
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More broadly, hybridity is a multifaceted notion, as we're expe-
riencing a proliferation of hybridisations in all dimensions of
our contemporary life. Our whole sense of reality is shaped by our
hybrid existence — simultaneously online and offline, local and
global, national and transnational, professional and layperson —
as hybrid reality.

This questions classical ontological divisions between the phys-
ical and the digital, the human and the non-human, the natural and
the artefact. Grappling with the first attempts to systemise the
world in the times of the Aristotelicn categories, the notion of the
hybrid, the crossbreed, had a hegative connotation. What we're expe-
riencing today is a cultural shift away from such a mindset, based
oh binary logic and clear-cut categories and identities. Today, as
we embrace our world in its complexities and interconnectedness,
the notion of the hybrid is everywhere,

By endorsing such a hybrid approach, it's possible to appreciate
the interconnected and blurring realities of nature and technology.
In fact, it's increasingly apparent that such a strategy is appro-
priate to engage with the complexity of today's globalised world.
Affecting all areas, hybridity is an approach addressing today’s
interconnected challenges, integrating multiple perspectives ina
transdisciplinary way. In this time of major shifts, challenges and
upheavals, it becomes pressing to radically rethink culture as well
as humans® relationship with nature in tune with the Anthropocene.

With the contemporary cultural shift and paradigm change, the
focus readjusts away from divisions and boundaries to intercon-
nections and networks. With the aforementioned concept of idensity,
identity is being defined by connectivity in a field of superimposed
communication spaces, embedding identity in the context of commu-
hication. We define “idensity of the urbanite’ as the density of the
interplay between hybrid communication spaces, emphasising our
interconnectivity and interdependence.
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tinumy potencialq, programa siekiama paskatinti susitikimus su
Kitu, remiantis YOU-topia metodu, kur pabréziama JUSLJ erdve,
priklausanti Kitam

~Hybridities™

Projektu Hybridities™ {angl. miSrumai) tesiame misSraus renginiy
organizavimo polifoniniome mieste strategijos igyvendinimg ir
iSaukStiname kulttros misrumg kaip pagrindine Siandieninés buties
globalizuotome pasaulyje savybe, Taip pat remiame tolesni kolegic-
lioi kuriamos, daugiabalseés, daugybinés ir heterogeniskos misrios
kultdros vystyma.

Translokaliuose medijy tinkluose vis dozniau dalijomasi ir disku-
tuojoma apie misrias kultiras, jvietintas ir susaistytas su fiziné-
mis erdvémis. Prisitaikydami prie miSriois tapusiy miesty, kuriuose
susilieja skaitmeninés erdvés ir tinkleoi, formuojontys masy santyki
su fizinémis erdvemis, kuriose gyvename ir sutinkame kitus Zzmones,
turime eksperimentuoti su kolektyvineémis kultlrinémis patirtimis,
jungianciomis vieSgsias fizines miesto erdves ir vieSgsias skait-
menines erdves.

Kadangi skaitmenizacija skatina hibridizacija, t. y. kultGros karéjy
ir vartotojy sinteze (kolegialiq kGrybaq), bei ivairiy kbrybiniy
praktiky - tapybos ir skulptiros, filmy, garso ir interaktyviy
medijy — samplaikq tome paciame (postmedijinio meno) projekte,
miSrumas tampa viena pagrindiniy meninés ir karybinés produkci-
jos savybiy,

Placiau kalbant, miSrumas yra daugialypé sqvoka, kadangi Siuo metu
stebime stipréjanciq visy Siuolaikinio gyvenimo plotmiy hibridi-
zacija. Apskritai misy tikroves suvokimg formuojomisy misri batis
miSrioje tikrovéje — kaip profesionalo ir kartu paprasto Zmogaus,
vienu metu besiskleidzianti ir internete, ir uz jo riby, ir vietiné
ir globali, ir nacionaline, ir tarptautine
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