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Description by curator
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The Hybrid Space Lab, based in Germany,
is a famous cultural research institute ini-
tiated by Professors Franz Vogelaar from
the Netherlands and Elizabeth Sikiaridi
from the UK. What they perceive as the
traits of the present are the values of the
unexpected repercussions of the complex
fusion of different genres in the era of
information and communications and the
forward-looking alternatives derived from
such values.

The Hybrid Space Lab centers on the fu-
sion. It plans and puts into action the fu-
sion of space, objects, and services. The
projects it carried out in different corners
of the world for urban renovation and an
ecological balance are praised to be ex-
emplary cases of fusing innovative digital
culture and existing humane analog culture
into a whole new forward-looking para-
digm. Whenever issues arise regarding a
certain space, the Hybrid Space Lab suc-
cessfully fuses together the artistic values
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unique to that certain space (site-specific)
and the social values of related issues.
Many opt for the two I's when describing
the methodology of the lab. They are In-
novative and Integrated. The lab consists of
urban engineers, environmental architects,
environmental designers, graphic design-
ers, and software and hardware engineers
working in collaboration.

The lab paid keen attention to how to tune
its work with the exhibition and its theme
(Dream Society). It finally decided to create
a cutting-edge digital graphic print of the
time-honored former Seoul Station build-
ing, thus displaying the extremely con-
trasting yet ironically harmonious images.
The title of its exhibit Simple City refers
to a model city, through which the flow of
the back-to-back growth, prosperity, and
degeneration of production facilities of
the industrial society is conceptualized in
a holistic manner. This animated video and
the high-resolution print, which can be said
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to be the aesthetic product of animation,
help the viewer explore the inexperienced
nature of an urban environment. Through
this, the significance of communications
and exchanges between the industrial
world and the arts that Dream Society
strives to highlight are concretized.



Hybrid Space Lab

Elizabeth Sikiaridi and Frans Vlogelaar founded Hybrid Space Lab, a R&D
and design practice focusing on the hybrid fields that are emerg-

ing through the combination and fusion of environments, objects and
services in the information-communication age.

The scope of our development and design projects ranges from those
on urban games and planning to buildings, architectural interiors and
industrial design applications and wearables.

Hybrid Space Lab is an interdisciplinary environment with an innovative
and integrated approach to spatial issues. The focus of our work lies in
fusing digital and analog environments, in embedding media networks in
urban/architectural, social and cultural spaces.

Hybrid Space Lab is a lab and a network in which architects, urbanists,
landscape architects and environmental planners, designers, soft- and
hardware engineers collaborate in the development of projects for
combined analog and digital, urban, architectural, design and media
spaces.

Our work has been presented at international congresses and exhibi-
tions and has been published broadly internationally: Austria, Belgium,
Canada, China and Hong Kong, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany,
Greece, Finland, France, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Oman, Pakistan, Poland,
Russian Federation, Switzerland, Singapore, Spain, The Netherlands,
Turkey, UK, USA.

Hybrid Space Lab recently developed visions for the program of the
new institute that will be formed by the merger of the Netherlands Ar-
chitecture Institute (Nederlands Architectuurinstituut), the Netherlands
Institute for Design and Fashion (Premsela) and the institute responsible
for digital culture (Virtueel Platform), for an English text see
http://scholar.gsensei.com/content/1vc32b

Professor Frans Vogelaar founded in 1998 at the Academy of Media
Arts Cologne in Germany the first Department of Hybrid Space world-
wide (www.khm.de). Frans was born in Holland and grew up in Zimbabwe
and Holland. He studied industrial design at the Design Academy Eind-
hoven and architecture and urbanism at the Architectural Association
School of Architecture (AA) in London. He worked at the architectural
and design office Studio Alchymia (Allessandro Mendini) in Milan and at
the Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA/Koolhaas) in Rotterdam.

Professor Elizabeth Sikiaridi has been since 1997 professor at the
University of Duisburg-Essen and at the University of Applied Sciences
Ostwestfalen-Lippe in Germany. Elizabeth was born in London and
grew up in Athens. She studied architecture and urbanism at the Ecole
d’Architecture de Belleville in Paris and at the Technical University of
Darmstadt. She worked at the architectural office Behnisch& Partner
in Stuttgart on the Extension of the German Federal Bank in Frankfurt
and on the German Federal Parliament in Bonn.
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The CITY KIT Hybrid Game
© Hybrid Space Lab
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MICRO STAGE
FLORTING BAR
FISHING POINT
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Artist’s statement s0|H2|E AH0|A 3 The CITY KIT Hybrid Game
Hybrid Space Lab © Hybrid Space Lab
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EXHIBITION DECK
DISTRIBUTED PAYILION

PICKNICK SET
FLOATING WATER THEATRE W
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This mobile urban furniture ! be assembled

in all sorts of ways to make ro stages,

floating bars, fishing points, kiosks

exhibition decks, distributed pavilions, picnic sets,
floating water theatres, storage or W.C. units,

H bins, relaxation decks, s, swil 1F o
Hybrid Space Lab or ofhér ~ Sl Undiccovarad - imaginative

compositions.

In the time of the Aristotelian categories,
the notion of the “hybrid”, the crossbreed,
had a negative connotation. Today the no-
tion of the “hybrid” is elsewhere. Hybridi-
zation is becoming an increasingly impor-
tant issue in the cultural field. Look at the
attention paid to world literature; think Of
the 2008 Nobel Prize for Literature. Today,
you have hybrid cars, hybrid business, hy-
brid security, hybrid plastics, hybrid plants,
hybrid pigs- all reflecting a cultural shift
away from a mindset based on clear-cut
categories towards a flexible approach
based on intermixtures, on interconnec-
tions and networks.
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HYBRID Space Lab MAKK Museum of Applied Arts Cologne Germany
Photo © Hybrid Space Lab
2012
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Hybrid Space Lab Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-city Biennial of Urbanism and Architecture
© Hybrid Space Lab; Photo © Andy Tam
2009-2010
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Model of the DIY Pavilion
© Hybrid Space Lab;
Photo © Julian Roeder




