
4TH IOT BUILT ENVIRONMENT & SMART CITY MEETING

V2_ gives the floor to the 4th Internet of Things meet-up, this time focusing on
the built environment and smart cities.

9 APR 2015
17:30 TO 20:30

Location: V2_ Institute for the
Unstable Media,
Eendrachtsstraat 10, Rotterdam

April 9th is once again the Internet-of-Things day. In 2014 year some 35 meetings were
organized worldwide. After 3 successful conferences in Rotterdam in 2011, 2013, and 2014 this
upcoming 4th edition will be held as a ‘MeetUp’ hosted by the MeetUp-Group IoT & Built
Environment in Rotterdam.

There is an increasing awareness that the developments in technology and media have created a
hybrid environment which incorporates our built environment, including architecture. Next to
this the discussions concerning the ‘smart city’ are still too much focused on technologies, and
neglect the fact that it is the informed and participating citizen who should play the primary
role in designing the environment and the city.

Together with a companying program at the department of Spatial Design of the Willem de
Kooning Academy in Rotterdam, and with Communication & Media at the Hogeschool Rotterdam,    a
variety of speakers will present the current state of affairs and discuss some promising
developments in architecture, its role and the consequences for the ‘smart city’ and – above all
– its citizens.

Speakers

• Ben van LierBen van LierBen van LierBen van Lier, Centric

• Nimish BiloriaNimish BiloriaNimish BiloriaNimish Biloria, TU-Delft/Hyperbody Lab

• Cristina AmpatzidouCristina AmpatzidouCristina AmpatzidouCristina Ampatzidou, cristina-ampatzidou.com

• Floris SchiferliFloris SchiferliFloris SchiferliFloris Schiferli, Superuse Studios

• Frans Vogelaar & Elizabeth SikiaridiFrans Vogelaar & Elizabeth SikiaridiFrans Vogelaar & Elizabeth SikiaridiFrans Vogelaar & Elizabeth Sikiaridi, hybridspacelab Berlin

• Jan BeljonJan BeljonJan BeljonJan Beljon, Afd. Buitengewone Zaken

• Justin McKeownJustin McKeownJustin McKeownJustin McKeown, University York

• moderator: Leon van Geest

Video registrations of the lectures are available on Vimeo:
vimeo.com/channels/908003/125562411

#0_OPENING from 4D-FilmVisions on Vimeo.

Admission is free, doors open at 19:00.

There is a strict limit of 75 visitors, MeetUp-registration is needed!

Register at: www.meetup.com/Rotterdam-Internet-Environment-Meetup/

This event is supported by Council, Centric, Sociotal, Stichting Platform Digital
Manifacturing. 
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From: http://martinpot-interiors.com/iot-built-environment-hyperconnected-world/#more-316

the internet of things connects things to the internet –  architecture connects people to the
environment….

What is it that really frames, determines and influences our built environment? Since centuries
we create – out of ‘nothing’ – a (semi-)permanent built structure out of natural and/or
artificial materials; in the words of v.d.Laan: “we extract architectonical space as an emptiness
out of natural space”.[1] It provides an artificial physical structure in an analogue –
originally natural – environment, which – ultimately, when inhabited – facilitates a living
space, creating lived space. Architecture thus has fulfilled its role, i.e. the defining
and articulation of space, providing a social order, creating a static distinction between public
space and private space. Is what we call ‘home’ the only adequate answer to our need for shelter
and for our ‘right to be left alone’?

But; ”Architecture’, in the words of Virilio, ‘is more than an array of techniques designed to
shelter us from any storm. It is an instrument of measure, a sum total of knowledge that,
contending with the natural environment, becomes capable of organizing society’s time
and space.” [2]

Increasing technological development and hybridisation puts pressure to this situation; the
process of designing, ‘realizing’ and maintaining a building has become a digitalised process.
Also; when, at the moment, some 80 objects per second are added to the Internet, increasing up to
250 objects per second by the year 2020 [3] our environment – i.e. the sum of natural and
artificial structures and objects – will no longer be the same. Our environment becomes an
interface; and how do we relate to/behave in an environment that is an ‘active’ one? We usually
witness a dichotomy of public vs. private space; in private we can be ourselves; to be ready to
act in public. If this difference is gone; what determines our privacy other then technology?
“The IoT does not concern objects only; it is about the relations between everyday objects
surrounding humans and humans themselves.” (Santucci, 2011)

When, in Feb. 2013, the EC’s Onlife Manifesto[4] (OM) was presented in Brussels and discussed
more in-depth in July 2013 to discover the ‘blind spots’, it became obvious that this was to be a
guiding document of contemporary value. Its subtitle – ‘Being Human in a Hyper-connected Era’
– promised a thorough research on what it meant to be ‘human’, given the fact that our world
rapidly becomes a hybrid world. The OM states that ‘ the fact that the environment is pervaded
by information flows and processes does not make it an omniscient/omnipotent environment.
Rather, it calls for new forms of thinking and doing at multiple levels, in order to address
such issues as ownership, responsibility, privacy and self-determination’ (OM, 3.2) It also
concludes that ‘the distinction between public and private has often been grasped in spatial and
oppositional terms’. (OM, 3.6)

A new form of thinking therefore could imply that this distinction may well be thought of as
other than spatial. However, it is still ‘architecture’, i.e. the adaptation of space to human
needs, that determines and shapes this spatial distinction. When Grosz states “Can architecture
be thought, no longer as a whole, a complex unity, but as a set of and site for becomings of all
kinds?” (Grosz.p.70), it seems it is the connotation to a physical appearance only that is
questioned.

When the Dutch artist Constant Nieuwenhuys, after more than 20 years, finished working on his
‘New Babylon’[5] in 1974, he could no longer imagine the inhabitant in his utopian
environments. What initially was recognisable in the drawings as a human figure
degenerated during the final years into a red blob; a vague remnant of an individual now
incapable of dwelling. Should we disconnect utopic projects from their spatial/architectural
connotation, the question remains whether we can envision any utopia without any (built)
appearance. Could, e.g. ‘New Babylon’ or other parallel projects have succeeded if not grounded
in its proposed environmental, architectural framework? If we think of ‘becoming’, can we
think of a hyper-connected environment in which the ‘quality of life’, i.e. more than
comfort only, will prevail?

We fail to translate the demand/need for housing in an era that is – and increasingly will be –
determined by technological developments. Following Virilio’s statement; “we must learn again
how to inhabit”, we should reflect on what it is that determines and shapes our lived (private)
space. Is the paradigm shift the conclusion that, in a technological-framed world we do no
longer need a built environment; can we build upon other, more sophisticated forms of
dwelling? Lanier: “ Picture this: It’s sometime later in the 21st. century, and you’re at the
beach. (..) If the wind starts to blow, swarms of leaves turn out to be subtle bioengineered
robots that harness that very wind to propel themselves into an emergent shelter that surrounds
you.” (Lanier, 2013, p.9)

The Internet of Things evolved into an Internet of People and an Internet of Everything; a
concept involving object as well as subject, ultimately being the hyper-connected environment as
discussed in the Onlife Manifesto. In this, human values prevail; where the IoT touches upon
our lived space it is not enough to conclude that this is about our comfort only. Our lived space
needs an ontological shift from being a static physical structure to becoming an interface that
facilitates much more than the traditional roof over our head. While imagining the future (and
dismiss utopian views) we should be – positively – critical about upcoming technology as well
as rethinking our build environment, e.g. architecture.

In a wonderful short film called ‘Kempinski’ [6], made by in 2007 Neil Beloufa, the local
villagers in Mali, imagining the future, describe their relation with their built environment:

“We see the buildings like stars, they are superimposed with stars, we can only see the light. It
is not like cement or, I don’t know, bricks. The buildings are in light form, there are no settled
doors in it. So we enter where we want. We go out when we want and how we want. But that does
not show.”

What is it that really frames, determines and influences our built environment?

[1] Laan, D. H. van der. (1983). Architectonic Space (p. 204). Brill Leiden.

[2] Virilio, P., Lost Dimension, Semiotexte, 2012. p.40 (orig. l’ Espace Critique, 1984)

[3] http://www.gartner.com/newsroom/id/2905717

[4] https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/onlife-manifesto

[5] http://www.archined.nl/oem/reportages/babylon/newbabylon_01

[6] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFiSTGOxsmg
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5TH. INTERNET OF
THINGS & BUILT
ENVIRONMENT MEETUP

V2_ gives the floor to the 5th
Internet of Things meet-up,
this time focusing on Ethics
& Privacy.

6TH INTERNET OF
THINGS & BUILT
ENVIRONMENT MEETUP

The Internet of Things &
Built Environment MeetUp
Group Rotterdam
gathers once again for the
6th. annual MeetUp.

ONE DAY CONFERENCE:
THE INTERNET OF
THINGS

V2_ hosted the one day
Conference "The Internet of
Things" organized by Council
and hybridLiving.

FRANS VOGELAAR

Frans Vogelaar is professor at
the Academy of Media Arts
Cologne in Germany where he
founded in 1998 the first
Department of Hybrid Space
worldwide.

BEN VAN LIER

Ben van Lier (NL) is Account
Director Government at
Centric.

MARTIN POT

Martin Pot (NL) is an
interior-architect and
researcher.
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